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Translated by Jiaqgi Lu

Hate in power in Italy could threaten all of Europe in 2019
Marco Morosini!, Zurich

2018 was marked by the formation of Europe’s first populist government. Already a fateful Italian
invention—fascism—was once mistaken for a charade before escalating into a tragedy for all humankind.

2018 was marked by the formation of the first populist government in Europe. In a worldwide premiere, the
triumphing Five-Star Movement has formed a coalition with the right-wing political party the League. Italy is
once again a laboratory of political phenomena that could be replicated elsewhere — as it happened several times
in history. Already a fateful Italian invention, fascism was once mistaken for a farce before turning tragic for all
of Europe and beyond. The present Italian political novelty should thus be heeded as an ominous warning for
Europe in 2019.

For centuries, Italy was the land of love and beauty. Now, however, Italy is becoming home to hatred. Today,
members of the Italian government regularly appeal, in their own words, to the "beast" instincts of their voters.
Consider, for example, the slogan "Free the beast in you", which is the work of the Minister of the Interior and
Vice-President Matteo Salvini. A surprising exhortation from the head of law enforcement in the country, this
incitement appears in the header of "Il populista", the official online magazine (founded by Salvini) of the League
as well as on its Facebook page. The beast to be unleashed is symbolized by the menacing yellow eyes of a wolf//’s
snout//. The subtitle states: "Bold, instinctive, out of control".

Matteo Salvini is currently facing an ongoing investigation and allegations of kidnapping and illegal arrests during
the recent interception of a ship of migrants off the shores of Italy. Brandishing a similarly aggressive discourse,
Giuseppe Bellachioma, another parliamentary member of the right-wing party the League, wrote to the judges
investigating Salvini: "If you touch the captain (i.e. Salvini; editor's note), we will come and get you at your
home... be careful!". The words of the other Vice Prime Minister, Luigi Di Maio (Five-Star Movement), carry a
similarly violent undertone. Voicing opposition to the recent legislative overhaul of Italy’s labour market known
as the “Jobs Act”, he exclaimed "The one who did the Jobs Act is a political assassin". By this disturbing sentence,
Di Maio seems to be attempting to nourish popular vindictiveness against Matteo Renzi (the former Prime
Minister and author of the Jobs Act). Indeed, in Italy "political criminal" was the infamous trademark of the
historical left-wing terrorist organisation, Red Brigades, who used this term when designating their victims.

Increasingly violent racism

Those who think the "wolf who barks does not bite" are wrong. Journalist Luigi Mastrodonato has created and
updates an interactive map "Racist attacks from 1 June 2018", the day the Five Star-League government took
office. It records the locations and information sources about each episode of violence occurring across Italy. To
date (January 21th), it documents 105 physical assaults—including two homicides. That is, almost every other
day one or more people, often non-European and dark-skinned, are attacked with fists, iron bars, weapons and
sometimes even with the cry of "Salvini, Salvini", as in Caserta (Campania) on June 11. In Macerata (in the
Marche region), on February 3, Luca Traini, a League's candidate in 2017, shot and wounded six black immigrants
while driving amok across the town. The situation is so serious that the UN has opened an investigation into the
growing racist attacks in Italy.

1 Dr. Marco Morosini teaches sustainability policy and decision making at the Swiss Federal
Institute of technology ETHZ — www.marcomorosini.eu
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The role of Steve Bannon

The Five Star-League coalition is “an experiment that, if it works, will change global politics“,said Steve Bannon,
the former strategist of Donald Trump. That is why he came to Italy several times and met Salvini and the
representatives of the Five-Star Movement. Just as he helped drive Trump to the White House, Bannon aims at
helping right-wing populists conquer the European Union. For this purpose, Bannon founded the organization
The Movement, based in Brussels. In Italy, Bannon is now trying to open in the former monastery of Trisulti a
political training centre for European populists. "This is a moment in history that will be talked about for 100
years," Bannon said. He is right. Political reactions to migration can only be understood in a historical perspective.

The race to Europe

The European Union can neither stop nor welcome the current flow of migrants. To imagine being able to prevent
these migrations is to think that we can "prohibit" high tide after low tide. Already 1.2 billion today, Africans will
increase to 2.5 billion in 2050. Europeans, on the other hand will number only 500 million in 2050, as it is now.
As between two communicating vessels, a certain transfer of people from Africa to Europe seems inevitable.
Policies are thus needed in both Africa and Europe to regulate this looming migration wave and seize this as a
source of prosperity rather than conflict. It should be noted that current African migrants are not the poorest.
Often, they are enterprising young people gifted with the ability to raise funds to finance their odyssey. It is
therefore plausible that their number will increase as incomes in Africa increase. Given this continent is thus
losing its most economically savvy young population, this situation risks to hamper future development.

From citizens to consumers

Among the causes of African migration, we know the colonial and neo-colonial heritage, corruption, bad
governance, dictatorships, conflicts and climate change. However, a recent phenomenon, which stimulates both
African emigration and the erosion of civic values in Europe, is underestimated—consumer society in the Internet
age. Thanks to the Internet, in recent years millions of Africans have been admiring a Europe presented as a horn
of plenty. The advertising continuously shows people made happy by all kinds of goods, a false caricature of our
reality. This staging not only attracts Africans, but is responsible for the alteration of the scale of values in Europe.
The media much more often describe us as "consumers" than "citizens". Unfortunately, they may be right.
Adpvertising, already omnipresent, is increasingly infiltrating all our living spaces every day (today a further
invasion is the proliferation of video advertising in public spaces). More and more Italians, especially the young,
are ignorant of history and indifferent to Europe's common values: freedom, equality, fraternity, democracy,
respect and tolerance. They seem more inclined to seek their identity and satisfaction in commodities and brands,
rather than in these values or in face-to-face human relationships. As the recently passed away and great film
director Bernardo Bertolucci said, "the only two values left in the West are buying and selling".

Consumers against the consumed

Between the rise of nationalist right-wing extremes in the 1920s and 1930s and the current trend, however, there
is a big difference. The anger that brought the totalitarian parties to power was caused by the resentment of the
poor towards the rich. Today, it is the opposite. The hostility that feeds the right-wing extremes is, on a global
scale, the resentment of the rich (also we, the Europeans) against the global poor. The populations, whom we
ourselves have contributed to impoverishing through our exploitation of their natural resources and human labour,
are now trying to join us. It is the hostility of consumers against the consumed. It is the distress of those who fear
that others, poorer than themselves, will come to claim their share of prosperity. It is the affirmation of a perverted
idea of "freedom" (the freedom to have everything, forever) that eclipses ideas of equality and fraternity. In the
growing immigration crisis and its threatening political consequences, consumerism is more important than it
seems. Many do not see it, just as fish do not see the water in which they swim. It's a fatal blindness. Intoxicated
by the scent of consumption, we do not smell the wild odour of the approaching wolves.
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